Painting Studio Course Description

Painting Studio is a half-year, half-credit course that is for students who have taken an interest in art, as well as successfully completed Drawing 1 OR Art 1 with a final grade of C- or better. It is structured so that a variety of age levels, interest levels, and prior experiences with art can be accommodated. However, a proficiency with a variety of media, a knowledge of basic art terminology, an understanding of basic art concepts (such as composition, shading, color theory, and depiction of three-dimensionality), and willingness to explore and experiment are needed to be fully successful in this course. 

I do not always have my project list set in stone, because I like to adapt it based on the particular makeup of the students enrolled to address particular strengths, weaknesses, or interests for each different group of students. However, below is a general outline of what we’ll cover this year (although it is subject to change).

This course provides an in-depth study into a variety of painting mediums. We will have three units, beginning with acrylic and water-based oil, moving to watercolor, and finishing with non-traditional painting approaches. The acrylic/oil and watercolor units follow a similar structure, starting with an abstract project to familiarize you with the medium, moving on to a still life painting so that you can apply your knowledge while depicting a subject from observation, and ending with a landscape to further explore color and technique. The last unit with be a bit more focused on experimentation and personal expression. We will learn a technique called batik that gives a very unique look and allows you to really explore color and process. Then, we will end with a self-portrait where your challenge will be to paint with anything except a paintbrush! Depending on how much time (if any) is left in the semester, I may add in more projects based on the interests of students in the class. 

This is an advanced, upper level course. It moves more quickly and is more rigorous than introductory art courses. You may have to find time to complete some of your work outside of class. Painting Studio is meant to be challenging, but not so much so that success in unattainable. I understand that all students in this class are at different places artistically, but you are expected to consistently hand in quality work and push yourself to get better. 
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